
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Ariel Belasen 

Department: Economics and Finance 

Email Address: abelase@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-2940 

Campus Mail Box: 1102 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 

One funded student only. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[x] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[x] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[] This project deals with community outreach. 

[x] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

8-10 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

Yes, ECON 499, 1 credit hour. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

AH 3144. 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Yes, my project is truly interdisciplinary, please also mark me as interested in taking students from these 

areas: -- Public Health; Applied Health; Data Analytics 

 

 



 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

This project entails an examination of how labor force participation has been affected by COVID-19. In 

particular we will look at demographic differences (race, gender, age, and education level) to answer the 

pressing question of where the workers have gone. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

1. Conduct a literature review to learn more about how a pandemic may theoretically affect labor force 

participation. 

   2. Collect and analyze hospitalization data from HHS along with labor data from BLS. 

   3. Work with statistical software to discern the COVID impact. 

   4. Present findings at the Spring Symposium. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

1. How to work with large data sets. 

   2. How to use statistical software. 

   3. How to conduct social science research. 

 

Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

n/a 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

n/a 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

Students must have earned a B or better in one or more statistics courses. Please state which statistics 

courses you have taken in your application. 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

n/a 


